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from the three Rivers, dated the 16th, which spoke
of the Savages in these words: ‘‘Last Thursday a
panic spread among our Savages, caused by their
apprehension of the coming of the Hiroquois. They
begged that their wives and children might be taken
into the fort, to be in a place of safety. They were
told .that the next morning some stakes would be
loaned them, with which to enclose a sort of village
under the shelter of the fort. The Sun had scarcely
risen when they came, small and great, to carry off
these stakes; they worked with so much ardor, some
carrying these heavy pieces of wood, others making
ready the place where they were to be set in, and
others putting them up, that in less than four hours
they found themselves barricaded. Would to God
that they might adhere to their resolution to settle
down; there would be excellent opportunity to
instruct them.”’

On the 27th of the same, Father Buteux sent me
the following information: *‘‘As the Savages were
gathering here, we judged it fitting to give them a
feast, to gain still more their affection. We invited
about twenty of them, [270 i.e., 266] half of whom
were of the nation of the Atzikamegues.® Seeing
them all seated, I said to them that as the French
were entertaining them, they must, therefore, pray to
God before eating, as the French did. Then Makie-
abichtichiou, who was one of the guests, began to
speak, and said to his countrymen, ¢ You who have not
yet been instructed, you do not yet know the French
custom; I will teach it to you.” Thereupon he ex-
plained to them the meaning of the ‘benedicite,” and
asked my permission to say it before any one should
eat. I said it in Latin, and he in the Savage tongue.



